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For most people a botanical garden is a place 
of recreation and relaxation. Nevertheless, 
modem botanical gardens are also scientific 
and educational centres, institutions of which 
the most important function is the biodiversity 
conservation. 
COUNTRYSIDE - THE NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT 
Considering the causes of environmental 
changes in the countryside we obviously realize 
the role of connection between the natural envi­
ronment and the awareness of the inhabitants. 
The range of the changes is clearly visible. But, 
changes introduced in a wrong form or/and in a 
wrong time may have a negative influence on 
the inhabitants for many years. 
A human being lives in a definite world. His 
existence has always been, is and always will 
be dependent on the environment and its modi­
fication. The human fields of activity, like sci­
ence, culture, art, tradition result from the 
mutual influences between the mankind and the 
nature. If we understand this relationship, we 
will be able to conserve the right direction of 
development of the human activities in a deli­
cate matter, which is natural environment in the 
countryside. Unfortunately, it is very easy to 
upset a balance in this matter and there is a con­
tinuous risk of introducing changes in a wrong 
direction. Relationships in the natural environ­
ment change in a very dynamie way. The nature 
changes continuously and so does a human 
being. These are irreversible processes. 
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Nothing is static, nothing is accepted once and 
forever. Even if we conserve some certain and 
steady values, there are countless possibilities 
of changes. 
A society develops, human needs change 
and so do the manners of solving problems and 
satisfying the needs. The pressure to satisfy 
human needs is the cause of the fact, that the 
way of using the goods of the nature is not 
always right. Thus a real threat arises of 
destroying the delicate balance in the environ­
ment. However, we need to remember that any 
activity in the line of contact between the 
Nature and human being must not be extreme 
and the sake of the both sides must be taken in to 
account. The increasing agricultural production 
forces using more and more chemicals and new 
technological treatments that usually violate the 
balance in the environment. We often do not 
realize how soon this leads to degradation and 
erosion of soil, followed by irreversible reduc­
tion of its fertility. W hat is more, such interven­
tions as cutting out free-growing trees, swamps 
and ponds drainage and removing baulks result 
in destroying the natural landscape. 
The natural balance in the biosphere with its 
biologica) diversity is a result of millions years 
of evolution on Earth. Each living organism is 
adapted to some climatic and geological 
changes and, in specific degree, dependent on 
food chain in a given ecosystem. The conse­
quences of violating this balance are alarming: 
diversity of animal and flora) species decreases 
dramaticaJJy. All human efforts to prevent the 
environment from degradation seem to be 
















